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Introduction: 

Elsa Spe.ar Byron, is one of the pioneers of research on the Fort 
Phil Kearny and Bozeman Trail sites. We'll be talking about the 
events and people she has known through her lifelong study of the 
sites. 

Elsa was dubbed "Queen of the Bozeman Trail" by National Geographic 
in its' 1979 special publication, TRAILS WEST. She received the 
Trustee's Award in 1982 from the National Cowboy Hall of Fame in 
Oklahoma City for her work as historian, photographer, and writer. An 
exhibit of her early day Indian photographs is in the permanent 
collection of the Museum of The Rockies in Bozeman, Montana. In 1987 
she was named Wyoming's Outstanding Citizen of the Year. 

These are only a few of her achievements. Elsa also serves on the 
Special Advisory Board of the Fort Phil Kearny/Bozeman Trail 
Association, which recently reprinted her three small books: FORT PHIL 
KEARNY, D.T.: 1866-1868; BOZEMAN TRAIL SCRAPBOOK; and TRAILING THE 
CAMPFIRES. Just last year, a video film was completed with Elsa, 
titled ELSA SPEAR BYRON: ONE WOMAN'S WEST. It featured live interviews 
with Elsa and many of her early days photographs It is available from 
the Sheridan County Fulmer Public Library. 

—Mary Ellen McWilliams, 

Fort Phil Kearny/Bozeman Trail Association 

ELSA'S EARLIEST MEMORIES OF FORT PHIL KEARNY—"Mama", Vie Will its 
Garber and Sam Gibson 

M.E.: Elsa, first tell me how you became interested in the Fort Phil 
Kearny, Fetterman and Wagon Box Fights, and the Bozeman Trail. 

Elsa: My mother had me drive her in 1915 to see the site of the Fort, 
and told me she first knew about it in 1881 when they came to this 
neighborhood and settled in the Big Horn area. 

Later, I talked to our closest neighbor. Vie Will its Garber, who rode 
horseback over the trail in 1909. I heard her talk about her trip, so 
I always was interested. 
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Mama was interested in all the historic sites around here, and she 
loved to go and have me take her in the car to these different places, 
and Vie talked so much about her trip and different things she did. 

When I did the work for my TRAILING THE CAMPFIRES in 1935, I already 
had pictures of the Wagon Box Fight and all the surrounding territory. 

Mr. Griffith, who was one of the earliest pioneers of Sheridan, took 
me around to some of the old fellows who had showed him things. He 
took me up to the blockhouse on South Piney Canyon and to the site of 
the blockhouse on Sullivant Hill, and he showed me many things around 
the country there. That was in 1932. 

As you know, in 1935 I went around the summer with oldtimers. Vie told 
me all about Mr. Gibson. She knew that he came and looked over the 
site with Mr. Bezold of Sheridan, who was riding with him in 1908 when 
they came for the dedication of the monument. (Mr. Bezold was a local 
man who, in 1916 built the house Elsa lives in). 

M.E. Excuse me, Elsa, but you are talking now about Mr. Gibson. 

Would you tell us who Mr. Gibson was? 

Elsa: Mr. Gibson served at Fort Phil Kearny most of the time it was 

occupied, and he worked for the government for years afterwards. His 
memory of the site was very clear. He was at the Wagon Box site every 
day, he said, for six months after the fight. When he came on 
horseback with Mr. Bezold to the dedication, they didn't have time to 
ride clear to the Wagon Box Fight, so he pointed it out from the hill 
to Mr. Bezold. 

Vie was working on her thesis for the University, and she rode the 
whole trail. She wanted to talk to him about it, and finally she 
begged for him to come out again in 1919 and locate the site. 

M.E. Elsa, you said once that Vie paid the way here for Sam Gibson to 
locate the Wagon Box fight. (Note: Though there was much controversy 
about the correct location of the Wagon Box fight, Elsa strongly 
supported Sam Gibson's location because of his intimate knowledge of 
it and also because of artifacts found at the site during an 
archaeological dig there). 

Elsa: Yes. He lived in Omaha, and I think he was still working in the 
Midland office there until he finally retired. 

M.E. One of the things you mentioned to me...you talked about your 
mother going out to Fort Phil Kearny when they first married in 1881. 
How did Fort Phil Kearny look in those years? 

ELSA: Well, lots of iron was laying around, parts of stoves. The date 
was 1864 on them, and I think they were made in St. Louis. That was 
what most showed up on the surface. Some of the logs of the Wheatly 
cabin were still there. In later years, Mr. Geier resurrected part of 
the old sawmill that was down by the creek and hauled it up 
there... after the CCC built the cabin and stockade in 1937. 
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M.E. That also burned down didn't it? The CCC stockade? 

ELSA: Well, just part of it was struck by lightening. The CCC came 
there to do the work they did for the Park Service. They (the CCC) 
destroyed all of the stockade that didn't burn up. 

M.E. And the cabin was the same one that’s there now? 

ELSA: Yes. They moved the cabin from where it was built originally. 

M.E.: Now lets go back to Mr. Gibson. That was some years before the 
CCC came in. He was here at the dedication in 1908. 

ELSA: That's when he first showed the site to Mr. Bezold. 

CARRINGTON'S VISIT IN 1908 

M.E. General Carrington was here for the dedication, and you rode 
horseback behind General Carrington's carriage in the parade on July 
4th. Can you tell us about that? 

ELSA: Well, several people rode horseback. We didn't hardly have any 
cars here then. Mr. and Mrs. Carrington rode in the carriage...a very 
nice carriage, with the top down. They sat in the back of it. I don't 
know who was driving the horses or seated in the front- I never knew. 

M.E. I wonder if it might have been Dr. Frackelton, (an early-day 
Sheridan dentist who wrote a book, THE SAGEBRUSH DENTIST) because he 
did some talking about escorting... 

ELSA: Yes, I wouldn't be at all surprised if it was Dr. Frackelton, 
and it may have been...1 believe Mr. Mondell was here at that time. He 
came for it. He came when President Taft came, too. 

THE FETTERMAN MONUMENT 

M.E. Let me come back to the recent past for just a minute. Ted 
Maguder, when he was here researching General Carrington, spent some 
time in the Wyoming Room of the Sheridan Library. He was trying to 
find out when that monument was built. Would you tell us what you and 
Helen Graham (at the library) found out about that? 

ELSA. Well, I was asked, before Mr. Maguder came, and Helen and I 
talked about it, and I said that I knew that the monument wasn't there 
in 1900. When I was four, I went to Buffalo for the first time in my 
life. That's the way I remember anyway, and the monument wasn’t there 
because I can remember Papa and Mama talking about it and telling me 
about Fetterman and Brown, that they thought they killed each other; 
that kept them from being captured by the Indians, and telling rne all 
the things that people said about the battle and things. 

And then I have a letter that was written in 1905, in the fall of 
1905, by Mrs. Platt of Chicago, and she tells about the monument when 
they went by it in the buggy in the fall of 1905. So I knew it was 
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built in those five years. So I suggested Helen look in some of the 
papers about 1905 for some mention of it. 

M.E. You suggested to Helen? 

ELSA. Helen Graham. And so she did get out the 11th of July and there 
it was on the front page. 

M.E. That's wonderful! 

ELSA: And it told about Mr. Mondell... 

M.E. Now, he was the U.S. Senator, wasn't he? 

ELSA: No. He was the Representative of Wyoming for years and years. 

So I said "Look in the 'Bits and Pieces Magazine' because there was 
that big write-up about Mr. Mondell that continued through several 
issues, and see if it tells anything about the things he did." 

So Helen did, and it tells that he (Mondell) got the appropriation in 
1903 for the monument to be built there; they gave the contract, I 
guess you'd call it, to E. C. Williams from Sheridan, who was a brick 
1ayer. 

M.E. To build the monument? 

ELSA: Yes, to build it. I don’t know...there were probably several 
who helped him because one man couldn't put that up alone. 

M.E. Elsa, General Carrington came here in 1908, and so did Sam 
Gibson, and Newcomer, and William Daley, who built the flagpole at 
Fort Phil Kearny. All the old survivors came back for the dedication 
of the monument. You told me that at that time General Carrington gave 
his scrapbook to the library? I believe they still have that in the 
Wyoming Room? 

ELSA. Yes. 

BUGLAR NICHOLAI'S DRAWING OF FORT PHIL KEARNY 

M.E. And at the same time, they gave the original drawing of Fort 
Phil Kearny, by Bugler Antonio Nicholai, to the school? 

ELSA: Yes, to the High School. 

M.E. Tell us the sad story of that drawing. 

ELSA: Well, when I was working on TRAILING THE CAMPFIRES, someone 
mentioned to me that that drawing was at the High School; I don't 
remember who told me about it. So I went up and borrowed it from the 
school and photographed it, so I could use the print in my book. Then 
I took it back and hung it up. That's the last I ever saw of it. 
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M.E. After you told me that, I called the high school, you know, 
before they built the new one, and asked them to look for it, which 
they did. They told me they called the State AMH Department to find 
out" what it would be worth, and told me the State said it would be 
worth something in the neighborhood of $60,000. So, if that's the 
case, it was quite a loss. It's a good thing that you and others made 
copies of it. 

ELSA: There were other drawings too, but they've never been copied as 
much as this one. 

M.E. Yes. Ted Maguder found a copy of another one of Nicolai's at 
Yale University... one with horses going between the fort and hay 
corral. 

ELSA: I showed you the one that I have that Mr. Schreibeis gave me. 

M.E. Yes, and Bob Wilson has a number of drawings of the Fort that 
have shown up in different places, (collected while working on the 
Fort model/diorama). 

WERE THERE MORE KILLED ON FETTERMAN RIDGE? 

I think I’ll go back to the Fetterman Fight, being we've talked about 
the monument. You told me an extremely interesting story, which I 
don't remember the details of, about a body being found on the 
battlefield years later by a young boy. Where was that and who was the 
boy? 

ELSA: Wayne Brauchie told me about when he was a young boy...when he 
was playing back and forth and around that hill, and in some brush 
down below where Wheatley and Fisher were. He found...kind of under a 
rock in there...he found this skeleton, or part of it, and the 
soldier's blues and a canteen. I don’t remember if there was a gun 
with him or not. 

Anyhow, he took everything he could pick up over to the store at 
Banner. At that time Mr. Wolfe was running the Banner Store and he 

(Wayne Brauchie) sold it to him. Wolfe told Brauchie he'd give him, I 
don't know how much...not a very big sum...so he just turned it all 
over to Mr. Wolfe. I don’t know what became of it then. 

M.E. Did they ever do any tracking... 

ELSA: What? 

M.E. I was wondering where that body came from? We discussing this 
yesterday, and I called Waynard Olson last night. You remember that he 
did that research for Charles Margolf... 

ELSA: Yes. 
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M.E. He did a lot of research on the cemetery, and told me that every 
body was accounted for. Then in Margaret Carrington's book, every 
body... every person that went with Fetterman, was found. 

ELSA: It may have been one of the men that was along, one of the 
civilians. Because we counted, Mrs. Weaver and I. When we were 
hunting, we found different names and stories of people who knew 
civilians who went with them. And we counted five others... five other 
civilians they said had disappeared during that fight. 

M.E. For heaven's sake! Where did you find that evidence? 

ELSA: In different accounts that fellows wrote and told about their 
experiences. 

M.E. Their friends? 


ELSA: Their friends that they had bunked with and knew real well that 
had gone out that morning and never came back. Of course, the army 
didn't pay any attention on their records about civilians. 

M.E. Wheatley and Fisher, though, the army knew. But they were 
working for the army? 

ELSA: They were there. There were three other civilians with them 
that we know for sure. Then these other two, we got the names from 
other stories. I don't know why I didn't get all those names down 
together, because we talked about it quite a bit. And her father, of 
course, had been especially interested and had been in the Wagon Box 
fight. 

M.E. Did her father...you mean Sam Gibson who’d been in the Wagon 
Box. . . 


ELSA: Yes. 

M.E. Did he feel that other civilians had gone to the Fetterman 
fight? 

ELSA: No. She (Harriet) never did really say anything about that, 
that she remembered, you know. 

M.E. You mentioned once a book called THE LONG RIDE...or something 
like that where one of them was mentioned? 

ELSA: No. What was it called? 

M.E. Wasn't it THE LONG RIDE? 


ELSA: I can find out. (note: She did and said it was TRAILS OF 
YESTERDAY by John Bratt, in which he implies that a friend named 
Kellogg was lost at the Fetterman Fight). Another one, I think, was 
Hyde's book. Maybe RED CLOUD'S FOLKS. 
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M.E. I guess it'll be like the Custer Battle. There will always be 
these stories. 

ELSA: Yes. All these different ones will crop up. Charlie Luxmoore 
found some interesting things down there on those little knolls that 
are just below the ridge. There are three little knolls down there, 
and on one of them he found several interesting artifacts. 

M.E. What kind of artifacts? 

ELSA: I don’t remember just what it was, whether there was metal or 
what. But things that showed that the fight...that someone had been on 
that knol1. 

M.E. Would that be north of the Fetterman Ridge...or the Massacre 
Ridge? 


ELSA: Yes, it was north and east. 


CROSSING LODGE TRAIL RIDGE 

M.E. When you mention Charlie, it makes me think that Charlie, who 
has done 25 years of research on that ridge, and Sterling Fenn who has 
done a lot of research there too, do not agree as to where the troops 
from Fort Phil Kearny crossed Lodge Trail Ridge. 

ELSA: Crossed the ridge? 

M.E. Crossed Lodge Trail Ridge...they disagree on this, and they can 
argue, you know, for hours on end about this. 

ELSA: Yeah, sure. Nobody really knows just where they went. Mr. 
Vaughan (J.W. Vaughan; a Denver attorney, researcher and writer) told 
me he found an officer’s spur on the ridge, but he never told me the 
exact location of it. He said that was his prize find. 

M.E. And he never wrote about it either? 

ELSA; No. And I have a letter telling what he told me when I saw him. 
I think I have the letter that mentions it. But when I saw him at the 
Rosebud site marker dedication, he was telling me about it too. 

M.E. He certainly did a lot of research up on Fetterman Ridge. 


THE WHEATLY-FISHER ROCKS 

ELSA: Yes. He and Mr. Bishop were here together, and they were the 
ones who put the names Wheatly-Fisher up there on the rock. 

M.E. Oh, I didn’t know that. 


ELSA: You didn't? 



ELSA INTERVIEW page 8 


M.E. Is that right? 

ELSA: Yes. They were the ones who marked the rocks. I have the 
drawing of where they found things. They found the big steel anowhead 
near where the monument is. You remember when General Carrington was 
here, he stood on the rock, the big flat rock that's in the corner 
where the... 

M.E. Around the base of the monument? 

ELSA: It would be the east..the southeast corner, I guess, around the 
monument. He pointed to the two big rocks just below there and said 
that's where they found Fetterman and Brown and three other troopers, 
in between those two big rocks there. And, ah, people argued about 
that. Some of them thought that Brown was found down by the Wheatley 
and Fisher rocks, you know. They had such conflicting stories about 
him riding off on the pony that belonged to the Carrington children. 

M.E. Is that not true? 

ELSA: I guess that was true, but they tried to say he was down there 
with Wheatley and Fisher. 

M.E. Carrington was probably a pretty good source as to where he was 
found, I would think. 

ELSA: Yes. They were found together up there where he said..there at 
the monument along with three other troopers. 


LOCATION OF ARTIFACTS 

M.E. He had, you told me, a breech-loading rifle that was given to 
the Sheridan Chamber of Commerce. Now was that given to the Chamber by 
General Carrington or someone else? 

ELSA: No. Ben Cook found it and gave it to the Chamber. 

M.E. Who was Ben Cook? 

ELSA: From Buffalo. 

M.E. Oh. And when did he find it? 

ELSA: Well, that would have been in...I think I have it in one of my 
scrapbooks. I think I have the article from the paper telling about 
it. But anyway, I think it would probably have been... 

M.E. Just roughly. 

ELSA: Late 20's. 

M.E. And what happened to that rifle? Do you know? 
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ELSA: Well, when all those things were taken out of there, when the 
Chamber of Commerce was going to refinish the room, redecorate it, and 
they eventually never went back into that room...and they moved the 
location, and all the things. Bill Gollings' painting and easel and 
the painting he'd been working on at the time of his death was on the 
easel and other things they had. 

They had big photographs taken by my sister and myself (Elsa's sister 
was Jessamine Johnson—an excellent photographer, also) framed, that 
were hanging in there. And there were several other photographs. I've 
seen pictures taken in there where you can see all these different 
photographs hanging there. 

M.E. In the old Chamber of Commerce building? 

ELSA: Well, it was part of the Bank of Commerce, and they built on to 
it. 

M.E. And you don't have any idea of what happened to those things? 

ELSA: Jim Reynolds took all the things up to his house, the things 

that they were particularly anxious about something happening to. And 
he died soon after that. And Mrs. Reynolds never gave any of them 
back. 

M.E. Maybe she was just afraid; if she had them, maybe she has them 
still,.. 

ELSA: She's still got them. 

M.E. She's probably afraid of what would happen to them if she gave 
them back. (Alan Bourne talked with Doris Reynolds, who told him she 
was keeping them until such time as Sheridan County had a Museum where 
they would be safe. Mrs. Reynolds has recently died.) 


THE INDIAN TEND TO THEIR DEAD AND WOUNDED AFTER THE WAGON BOX FIGHT 

We missed something talking about Sam Gibson. I've often wondered how 
you knew that the Indian dead from the Wagon Box fight were taken to 
what is now the Fish Hatchery, and I think you told me that Sam Gibson 
told you that. 

ELSA: He told Mr. Will its, driving in the buggy over there, or I 
don't know if it was a buggy then. Come to think about it, it was 
probably a car in 1919 when he came back. Mr. Willets was very careful 
not to mention where anything was. He waited for Gibson to.. 

M.E. Waited for Gibson to say? 

ELSA: Yes, to designate a place. And Gibson said, "Well, now over 
there" and pointed over toward the Fish Hatchery... they were coming 
back from the Wagon Box site, and he said "Over in there was a big 
spring where, when we went the next day after the fight, there were 


/*> 
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great pools of blood, where they dressed the dead and wounded.” And Mr. 
Will Its said "We'll drive over here and see if we can find it." 

M.E. And there it was. 

ELSA: Yes. 

M.E. It wasn't the Fish Hatchery then, I guess, just a big spring? 

ELSA: Yes. And there's a spring there of course. And that big spring 
was beautiful. Did you ever walk up to it? 

M.E. No. 

ELSA: It's quite a sight. 

M.E. How far is it? 

ELSA: It was just a little ways above the Fish Hatchery; that's where 
they get all the water for those pools, and for inside the building. 

M.E. Yes. 

ELSA: And it's a warm spring. It never freezes over. 


ELSA'S EARLY PUBLISHED ACCOUNTS 

M.E. That’s great. You were the first to publish General Carrington's 
report on the Fetterman Fight. Is that right:’ 

ELSA: Yes, in 1935. That was the first time it had ever been 
published. 

M.E. You were probably also the first one to to publish Shurly's 
report of the Shurly fight, and then of course, the Wishart diaries? 
Tell us how you found the Wishart diaries or how they were found. 

ELSA: Well in about 1963, I think it was, our Historical Society got 
a letter wanting to know if there was anything left of Fort Phil 
Kearny out here. This letter was from Mr. Walter MacAdam in New York 
City who was a Vice President of AT&T. His great uncle had died and 
had a family trunk with things he had come to him. There was a little 
diary in there that had belonged to his great Grandfather, Captain 
Wishart from Washington, Pennsylvania, and he talked about being at 
Fort Phil Kearny in 1867. 

Glen Sweem was president, and I was Vice President (of the Historical 
Society) so we decided I would write to him and ask if we couldn't 
have a copy of the diary...and he said it was just a little 
pocketbook, and there wasn't much, very much in each day. Mr. MacAdam 
sent us a copy of it. 
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So then I wrote back correcting some of the names. The people that ran 
it off didn't know for sure some of the names, and I told him who some 
of the people were and sent him some pictures. And I guess I sent him 
a copy of my little Fort Phil Kerny book. We carried on a 
correspondence for quite awhile. And he asked me if I d like to add 
some...if I was considering another little volumn...if I'd like to use 
that diary. Of course I'd like to do that and have the chance to get 
it. So that's how we came to do the last book, THE BOZEMAN TRAIL 
SCRAPBOOK. 

M.E. Walter MacAdam is, as of course you know, a member of our 
Association, and ordered one of the first editions of your book that 
we published. He came out here with his family a number of times? 


THE SHURLY FIGHT 

ELSA: Yes, he came out, oh, in the late '60's, he and his wife and 
three of his children, and spent four days at Story. I went out and 
showed them everything I could in those four days, took them around in 
the car. We even went out where I thought the Shurly fight was. That 

is, near, as I said. I knew it couldn't be the right place because 
there wasn't room enough down in that gulch for a bunch of wagons to 
corral. But I thought it was pretty close to the place; it had to be. 

And he did too, and we walked around out there and took pictures. I 
used my metal detector quite a bit, but we never did find anything 
there on the hill. There were tipi rings, quite a few tipi rings up 
there, and that picture that I used as near the Shurly fight was taken 
when he was along. 

M.E. As you know, Carl Oslund thinks that he has pretty well located 

it. 

ELSA: I couldn't get in to any of the places. After I found that 
clipping I had in the scrapbook. Nobody seems to know anymore where 

the -lived. I heard about it several times too when they were 

out there, that there was an Indian fight on their place, but that 
clipping had the wrong directions in it. 

M.E. As you know, where Carl thinks is the Shurly fight location is 
very very close to where you located it and also where Waynard Olson 
had located it. 

ELSA: I told him where. 

M.E. You told Waynard? 

ELSA: Yes. 

M.E. Well, he was pretty convinced. He did a lot of work then on it, 
and he was pretty convinced that's where it was. And also Sterling 
Fenn seems to think that matches. 
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ELSA: Who? 

M.E. Sterling Fenn and Charlie Luxmoore flew over that area, and it 
pretty well matches where Sterling feels it is. So it sounds like you 
were pretty well right in the area. (Note: this is not the area where 
Robert A. Murray locates the Shurly fight in his book "The Bozeman 
Trail"). 

ELSA: I was disappointed that they couldn't get down to where they 
corralled their wagons. That's where they'll have to go to find their 
artifacts. 

M.E. Yes. But might not that be pretty well washed out by the creek? 

ELSA: Yes, maybe everything will be pretty well washed out by the 
creek that goes down through there. 


THE "BECKTON HILL" FIGHT 

M.E. Well, there's another battle that I'm very interested in, right 
across from where we live, and that's the Beckton Hill Fight. You tell 
about it in one of your books, and I've never read about it anywhere 
but in your book, and I wondered where you heard about the Beckton 
Hill Fight. 

ELSA: Well, did you ever read that account that I had in the Wyoming 
"Annals". 

M.E. Yes. 

ELSA: You have? 

M.E. Yes. In fact I think that's the account that's in the book the 
association printed. 

ELSA: Did you print that? 

M.E. Sure, that's the account we used. But that was your account, and 
I don't know where you got that. 

ELSA: That was September 6th and they were cutting hay in that big 
field as it extends towards the mountains from that point on the hill, 
and the Indians attacked them and ran off all their horses and mules 
and whatever livestock that they had. And they pinned them up there on 
that hill. They had, oh, Jose, their cook, I guess he was. I don't 
know if he was Mexican or Indian, and he volunteered to go for help to 
Fort Phil Kearny, and at night they lost some of their men. So he 
started out first and a mule...1 guess they had. The Indians turned 
him back the first time, and finally after dark he headed up toward 
the mountains and got away that way. And so help reached them the next 
day, the next morning early. 
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M.E. That was quite a distance from Fort Phil Kearny, because we must 
be twenty miles from there. (It has not been established that the 
fight Elsa tells about took place in the location referred to). 

ELSA: Yes it was, it was. It was quite a ride from there, and at 
night. 

M.E. There were quite a few men killed at that battle, weren't there? 

ELSA: I think there were seven in all. 

M.E. Quite a major fight. 

ELSA: They dug out, had the trenches all along the top of that hill, 
both sides of it. 

M.E. Yes. I know that Tom Tynan told me that his dad picked up a lot 
of things and gave them to the University. 

ELSA: Who did? 

M.E. Tom Tynan was telling me about the things that had been found 
there through the years. 

ELSA: Oh, did he find some things? 

M.E. Oh, yes, and gave them to the University, I believe. 

VIE GARBER'S BOZEMAN TRAIL PLANT COLLECTION 

You know, I tried to find Vie Will its Garber's plant collection from 
along the Bozeman Trail. You told me about the plant collection that 
Vie Will its Garber did while writing her masters thesis. 

ELSA: Uh-huh. 

M.E. And I finally found someone who knew about it, in the herbarium 
there at the University, and I finally got a letter from them the 
other day. 

ELSA: From who? 

M.E. I can't remember the man's name, but he's in charge of the 
herbarium there at the University. And he said the plant collection 
was there, but that it had been broken up among the 155,000 plants 
that are on exhibit, and that it had not been held together as the 
"Bozeman Trail collection". So that's what happened to that plant 
collection, and I must tell Phyllis Garber about it because she kind 
of put me on to that. 

ELSA: There are several plants that were named for her, weren't 
there? 
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M.E. I don't know. 

ELSA: Yes, I know there were. 

M.E. It's one of the things, Elsa, that I guess we'll have to look 
Into. 


REMEMBERING GRACE RAYMOND HEBARD 

You've known a lot of interesting people relating to the Fort Phil 
Kearny/Bozeman Trail story. Dr. Grace Raymond Hebard of the University 
of Wyoming, was an early-day historian. Tell me about her. 

ELSA: I don't know when she first came and stayed. She stayed with 
Mama several times when she came to Sheridan. Mama had known her; Mama 
was on the State Historical Board for fourteen years. And then I was 
on it, too, fourteen years until they formed this....of having one for 
each county, and they changed their format of doing that. I don't know 
just when I did know"her first. I took her around everywhere she 
wanted to go with the car. 

Mama didn't go much with us, but we took Mr. Holland of Sheridan who 
was one of the first who discovered gold up there on Bald Mountain 
City, and we took him along with us in 1926. Dr. Hebard was getting to 

be quite a well-known individual by the time in 1926. I don't know. 

She died in '36, the same day my father did. In October of '36. 

M.E. You took a picture of her out at the monument. Who placed that 
monument at Fort Phil Kearny, that you show in the picture with Grace 
Hebard? 

ELSA: That was by State. They marked several places that year over 
the state. That was 1924. She was here especially for that, I think. 
She was working with Mr. Brininstooi then on the two volumns on the 
Bozeman Trail. And so, of course, she was vitally interested in all 
those things out there, and so I took her around at different times 
and took pictures of her there at the Fetterman monument and at Fort 
Phil Kearny site too. (Grace Hebard was a very stern looking woman m 
the pictures, but on questioning Elsa about it, she said that Dr. 
Hebard was very interesting, fun to be with, and had a good sense of 
humor). 

M.E. Was she responsible for the placing of those monuments; 

ELSA: Yes. 

M.E. Markers, I guess you'd call them;' 

ELSA: Yes. She got those places. See, she got the Bozeman Trail 
markers placed in 1914. 

M.E. Oh, she did that? She was responsible? 
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ELSA: Yes, she and Mr....Major Nickleson from Lander, and his name is 
like that. I'm not sure of the spelling of it. Anyhow, they went 
around and saw about getting those markers placed at Big Horn and at 
Twin Creek over near Parkman, across over there. 

M.E. What about ours? 

ELSA: And Dayton was the other one. 

M.E. There's one at our place. 

ELSA: Yes. 


REMEMBERING CHARLIE SCHREIBEIS 

M.E. Elsa, you knew Charlie Schreibeis, who did some original 
research work out at Fort Phil Kearny, and lived there, I guess. He 
wrote the "Travois Trails" books. 

ELSA: Yes. He lived in that little cabin at Fort Phil Kearny. The 
CCCs had built that cabin...one cabin and the stockade in 1937. And 
Mr. Schreibeis must have come about '38 to look after it and stay at 
the cabin. He was originally from Story, and he taught school down at 
Fort Laramie, and so he was very interested about the Fort. 

He and his wife lived there each summer, and he kept articles, little 
articles for sale, that he had. One thing he had I wish I had gotten 
were some black opals from Australia. Very reasonable prices, but I 
didn't even have the price. And they were beautiful. 

He wanted me to fix a little booklet for him to sell, and I thought 
the whole thing had something, made something different for a little 
souvenir. I just had it printed with the title oi different picures 
that I had used and then I'd printed the photographs that I had taken, 
and one or two extra. 

M.E. You're talking about the FORT PHIL KEARNY, D.T. book? 

ELSA: yes. He sold it all the time. I made enough for him to sell. 

And so he was there until, in '42, the fall of '42, i think it was. I 
think he had a strep throat. He died very suddenly after he'd gone 
to. 

M.E. Fort Laramie? 

ELSA: Yes, after he'd gone down to teach school in the fall. 

M.E. Was he a fairly young man when he did? 

ELSA: Oh, yes, quite young. And he wrote the book on Arbor Day in 
Wyoming, and he gave me a copy of it; I've never seen any other copies 
of it. And I don't know who it was published by. 
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REBUILDING FORT PHIL KEARNY 

M.E. You told me once that you had looked Into rebuilding Fort Phil 
Kearny. Was this about the time? Was Charlie Schreibeis involved then:' 

ELSA: Well, this was after he was dead. He had died in the fall, I 
think, in '42, and that was in *44, I think, when I asked Mr. Nelson 
here...the contractor... to figure out what it would cost to rebuild 
For Phil Kearny. 

M.E. What kind of figure did he give you? 

ELSA: Well, he thought it would take a hundred thousand dollars to 

rebuild it. 

M.E. It would be million today, I suppose. 

ELSA: When I took Mr. Schreibeis one day in the car and we went 
driving up on the hill, up on Sullivant Hill as far as we could get, 
because fences were across part of it, and I was showing him the 
things that I knew about it on the other end of the hill. When we were 
driving around, we finally found the sentries' place on the hill 
overlooking the crossing of Piney, of Big Piney, where the soldieis 
crossed the creek north of Fort Phil Kearny. 


TAKING CARE OF THE FORT SITE 

ELSA: After Schreibeis died I got the Boy Scouts to go out there, and 
got the leader of the Boy Scouts interested about it. To take the boys 
out, I suggested a lot of the Indian dances that they were trying out, 
and I said, "Take your boys out to the Fort and hold your meetings out 
there every week, and we'11 try to keep it from being destroyed. 

People were going into the cabin and taking things. Mrs. Schreibeis, 
after his death,"had come and taken some things out, but the furniture 
and things, the stove and all, were left right there, and people were 
coming and taking...taking things out. 

WHERE DID THE OLD SAWMILL GO? 

M.E. Was that when they moved the sawmill base? 

ELSA: What? 

M.E. Was that when they moved the frame of the sawmill from the Fort 
Phil Kearny site over to one of the barns? 

ELSA: No, no. That was after the State took over. Carl (Oslund) had 
been there... '74 or '75 they moved it to the Hepp barn. In one of 
those booklets of the TRAVOIS TRAILS, Mr. Schreibeis tells about them 
moving it from the creek to the Fort. Mr. Geier must have helped. It 
must have been Budge Geier. His father wasn't alive, I don't believe. 
(The Geier family owned the land on which Fort Phil Kearny had stood). 
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M.E. It seems to have disappeared since '74 or when they moved it off 
the site. 

ELSA: Yes. They weren't as concerned about it as when pieces of it 
were taken by travellers, you know, people coming there to look at the 
Fort. It was so big and heavy, and it was complete. I just don't see 
how anybody could take any part of it. You couldn't take a piece off 
it; it was solid iron. 

M.E. But you see, now it has disappeared. You wouldn't think it would 
be that easy to lose! 

ELSA: Why no! A huge thing like that. How could they have ever moved 
it like that after they got it over to Hepp's buildings. 

M.E. Well, that remains one of the pieces we are still looking for. 
Everybody's tring to find it. 

ELSA: Have they ever spoken to Mrs. Hepp about it? 

M.E. Would that be Edith Hepp? 

ELSA: No, it's Edna. 

M.E. Edna. I'll talk to her; I'll call her tonight. I don't think 
they have. 

ELSA: Is she still living out there? 

M.E. No. I understand she's in Sheridan, and I want to talk to her 
anyway. (Mrs. Hepp did not know anything of the sawmill frame, but 
Carl Oslund did. He remembers it being loaded on a large truck and 
taken to the State. AMH is looking for it, but it is still missing.) 

ELSA: I haven't talked to her for a long time (Edna Hepp), but she 
called rne one day and wanted to know what Mrs. Weaver's address was, 
in Fort Dodge, Kansas, and I've never heard from her since. I don't 
know if she got her books back from Mrs. Weaver or not. 

M.E. (Mrs. Weaver is Sam Gibson's daughter and did a lot several 
years ago when Charles Margolf was here with Reynolds Mining. Elsa, 
Mrs. Weaver, Charles Margolf and a number of others made efforts, 
considerable efforts, to develop that site at Fort Phil Kearny, 
resulting in the interpretive signing there now. Reynolds Mining sold 
out to Texaco. Mrs. Weaver has since died.) 

She'd be very happy to know what we are doing there now, I guess. 

ELSA: Well, I should say so. She got...she was the one that got that 
cabin moved, because she said that everybody thinks it's one of the 
originals. And she wanted it moved down there where they wouldn't 
think that. I think whe spent $10,000 altogether for moving that, and 
fixing it up, with the building, the toilet, and picnic table and 
benches. 
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M.E. Who paid for all that? Did Reynolds? 

ELSA: I don't know. I didn't know who paid for it. but that's what 
she told me...that It cost $10,000. 

M.E. You know. Milton Chilcott (publisher of The Sheridan Press) 
tells a story about working with Charles Margolf... 

ELSA: Oh, did he? 

M.E. Oh, yes, he was very active in it, and he tells the story about 
getting on the phone to Cheyenne and saying that this place should be 
a National Historic Site, and they said, "Well, it is". "So where's 
the plaque?" Chilly asked them. "Where's the plaque to say so?" And 
they said, "Well, it's in the basement here somewhere." They told him, 
I think, that it was in the basement down in Cheyenne, or it could 
have been in Washington. I don't remember the story, exactly. 

ELSA: They had the plaque, didn't they, for several years? 

M.E. Quite awhile, I guess. There s certainly been a long history of 
trying to take care of’the sites. The Geiers, Reynolds Mining, and 
then Texaco. 

ELSA: What? 

M.E. Texaco made quite an effort to preserve and protect that site 
and to take care of it. 


TRAVOIS TRAILS, THE TEEPEE BOOKS AND BARBARA BEL GEDDES' FOLKS 


M.E. Elsa, going back. Bert Coffeen ran a store here in town and 
published the TEEPEE BOOKS. Did you have articles in them? 


ELSA: No, I had mine in the TRAVOIS TRAILS but nothing in the TEEPEE 
BOOKS. That was all back in the 1916s, '17s an...a long there. 


M.E. Oh, yes, that's right. You did tell me once though, and I can t 
remember if it was in the TEEPEE BOOK or TRAVOIS TRAILS, but. there was 
a famous drawing in one of them...maybe on the cover, by a Bill Bel 
Geddes... 


ELSA: No, Norman Bel Geddis. That was a cover of the TEEPEE BOOK in 
1916. The'Be 1 Geddis family had a cabin at Dome Lake and they spent^ 
every summer up there. He was a judge in Toledo, Ohio. I knew all of 
them. There was a cutoff trail that we could use instead of the 
regular road...a cutoff to the Spear-0 Wigwam area. We'd visit back 
and forth. 


We were always interested in the families over there, and got to know 
several of them real well that came every summer. And Papa always 
fixed their corn roast for them when they had fresh sweet corn, he's 
go over there and superintend them digging the pit, and they’d get 
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their embers warm, build a fire in there the night before, and get it 
all fixed. Then they'd put the damp corn in, husk down, and cover them 
up and leave them for so long before we had dinner. 

M.E. I think you told me that this was Barbara Bel Geddis' 
grandfather..Barbara plays the part of Miss Ellie in "Dallas", the 
television series? 

ELSA: No, not grandfather...he was the father of...what's her name? 

M.E. Barbara? Was he Barbara's father? 

ELSA: That's in "Dal las"...yes, it's her father. He did that famous 
drawing of Custer. (The Judge Elsa speaks of is Barbara's 
grandfather.) 

M.E. Yes. 

ELSA: It was in the reprint of the ... 

M.E. TEEPEE BOOKS? 

ELSA: Yes. Mrs. Switzer (at Dayton) told me the other day...and I 
asked her, "What's the going price on that one number?"... and she told 
me $80. I think I sold my extra copy for $10 years ago to an 
international book company. 

M.E. And you have all the TEEPEE BOOKS and all the TRAVOIS TRAILS? 

ELSA: Yes, I have both of them bound. 


FRANK GROUARD COMES TO VISIT 

M.E. Let me ask you about other people here. You said that Frank 
Grouard, the famous army scout, used to come and stay with your mom 
and dad quite a bit. 

ELSA: Yes, he came up there to Big Horn. He'd come when mom...when we 
first settled here. He came in the '80's, I don't know how often, but 
Mama speaks of him quite often coming and spending the night. He'd 
come and look for Indian signal fires up on what we called the Sand 
Ridge, that part of the mountain that looks like it ends above Story, 
because the settlers were still kind of... 

M.E. Concerned about... 

ELSA: You know, there were still Indians that might go around 
different parts of the state. 

M.E. What year would this be? 
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ELSA: It was '81. And he'd ride over from there, from Buffalo of 
course, which was forty miles. And go up there to see if he could see 
anything from all over the country. 

(At that time, Elsa said, Grourard was a government scout out of Fort 
McKinney). 

M.E. Your, parents, think you told me once, held him in high regard/ 
They liked him a lot? 

ELSA: Oh, they liked him, I'm sure. Of course. Papa and Mama never 
would say anything against anybody. They said "If you can't say good, 
keep still". 

M.E. Now, in Margaret Hanson's book, FRANK GROUARD: ARMY SCOUT, she 
says that you at one time said that you used to see his wife, Laylee, 
and his small son, Frank. 

ELSA: Well, as I remember it,...I would have been about nine years 
old when he died. (When Frank died). He died in 1905, and I think it 
was about when I was 10 or 11. You see the Coffeens lived a block from 
us on Wyoming Avenue, and there were no houses between us, and the 
Coffeen boys and my brother Phil and I all played together. 

And we'd go up to the vacant lots across the road there. There were 
hardly any houses on Wyoming on the end there. We'd go out on this 
vacant lot and build a campfire and roast potatoes and fix oui suppei 
for a whole bunch of kids together, you know. 

Well, there was a house on the back of the lot, and I don't know who 
the people were who lived there, but this woman came to visit them, 
and the young boy with her, a small boy, and he wan't quite as old as 
we kids were, and everybody said, "There's Frank Grouard s wife . She 
was a big tall woman, and nice looking, but kind of stein faced as l 
remember it. She never seemed very friendly. 

And I remember these people there where she visited, oh,^I suppose a 
, something like that, and we kids would have young Frank play 
with us, have the supper out like that. 

M.E. She was half Sioux, I believe Margaret Hanson says. 

ELSA: Yes. So then, I have a copy of John Smith's life that tells 
about Lalee. You know, she lived with him for years. (With John 
Smith). And then several people said that they never knew what became 
of Lalee.. . 

M.E. ..or what became of Frank Grouard's son? 

ELSA: Yes...or what become of that boy. 

M.E. Hmmm. That’s a mystery. 
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ELSA: Nobody seems to know whatever became of them. I think nobody 
was particularly interested at that time. 

M.E. Probably not. 

ELSA: So it's never come out where she died or anything. But she 
cooked for the Smiths for awhile over there, because they tell about 
who she was. 

M.E. She's described as a very beautiful woman by Margaret Hanson. 

ELSA: Well, she was a good looking woman. And very tall, and you 
know, she was larger than the women in that day. They were all kinda 
short, shorter. You didn't see the kind of tall women that we have 
now. 

CHARLIE BELDON'S STORY 

M.E. Now, Elsa, there's another person that I wanted to ask you 
about. You knew Charlie Belden. He's quite well known in his own 
circle, a western photographer, one of the great western 
photographers. And you told me quite a bit about Lt. Belden who was at 
Ft. Phil Kearny. Tell me about Charlie and the artifacts that were 
supposed to be taken off of Fetterman hill by Lt. Belden. 

ELSA: Well these men that were here, I don't know just what they were 
doing...but they wrote an article about the guns that were used at the 
Fetterman Fight. They were here looking everything over, and then they 
went over to see the Beldens. They heard that they had things that Lt. 
Belden had brought, that he had picked up off of Massacre Hill. They 
saw those things. They didn't tell what they were or anything, just 
artifacts from the hill, and this book about Lt. Belden by General 
Brisbin was published in 1871. 

M.E. What was the name of that book? 

ELSA THE WHITE SCOUT? I’m going to show you. I've got the book laying 
there. 

I had quite a time getting hold of a copy of it. And I finally got 
one, and I think I paid $35 for it. 

M.E. It’s Lt. Belden's story? General Brisbin wrote it? 

ELSA: He was evidently some relation to Charlie Belden, who lived at 
the Pitchfork Ranch, and I had written to Charlie, because I knew him 
real well, and had for years, and he was married again, and living 
down in Florida. I had written to him and sent a stamped self 
addressed envelope to him so I'd be sure to get an answer back from 
him and I never did. 

About six months later, he shot himself in his darkroom. And I just 
wondered if he had good sales down there for his photographs, or maybe 
he was depressed about the times. Gene Gressley was here, and I asked 



ELSA INTERVIEW page 22 


him if he knew what was the matter that Charlie Belden had shot 
himself, and he about went throught the ceiling. He hadn't heard 
anything about it. And that was about 6 months ago. 

And he said, "Oh, he promised me that he would give me his films." So 
I guess he was kind of mad because they'd already gone to Cody. Cody 
got them. 

M.E. Oh, is that right? I didn't know the Cody had all the Belden 
photos. 

ELSA: Yes, Cody has the films and things. The University has some, 
but I guess the greater part of them went to Cody. 

M.E. Well, that's another problem... what happened to all those 
artifacts. That's another mystery. 

ELSA: Yes. 

M.E. I think that when Father Barry Hagan hears this tape he's going 
to be really upset because he is going to have so many different 
things to try and find. He is going to wonder where all these are. 

ELSA: (laughs) 


W.W. CAMP AND THE REYNOLDS FIGHT SITE 

M.E. You told me that you didn’t know the historian, I believe he was 
a railroad historian, Mr. Camp. There was a lot of correspondence 
between he and Grace Raymond Hebard, and Max Littman. And you said 
that you didn't know him, but that your brother did. I think it was 
Junior. 

ELSA: Yes, Junior Spear. 

M.E. Junior Spear did know him and showed him where the Reynolds 
Battle was? Can you tell me about that? 

ELSA: Junior showed Mr. Camp where they had found the battle site, 
which was just a short ways below the ranch that Papa and Uncle Doc 
had aquired in 1900 on Powder River...on Bitter Creek, the mouth of 
Bitter Creek. They couldn't get a clear title to it; it'd never been 
surveyed. Then in later years, in 1909, they turned it over to Junior 
to homestead. Then Junior had it until 1924. 

ELSA: Yes. It was about three miles from the ranch to the Reynolds 
fight. And Junior took Mr. Camp down to show him where they found the 
skeletons. So he knew, but I don't know when they were found. I never 
did think to ask him just when they were found, but he knew about them 
anyway. I think the veteran's post in Gillette put up the monument 
there. And I've got pictures of it. I've got colored slides of it. 
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M.E. Alan Bourne is really interested in that Reynolds fight, and he 
thinks it greatly influenced the Rosebud fight and the outcome of it. 

ELSA: Oh, sure it did. 

M.E. That would be interesting to get into more of that at some 
point. 

ELSA: Of course, Grouard was the one that identified it as being Crazy 
Horse's camp, and then the troops got there and found where they were 
camped before they attacked them, and it was because their 
horses... some of Crazy Horse's horses were there. 

M.E. He was a friend of Crazy Horse... Frank Grouard? 

ELSA: Well, you. see, he'd been kidnapped by Sitting Bull, and lived 
in Sitting Bull's camp for years. 

KIRKPATRICK AND THE FRENCH PETE BODIES 

M.E. Last night I played the tape that you had loaned to me that Mark 
Badgett made with you in 1979, and that's a very interesting tape. You 
talked about things on that tape that I want to ask you about. You 
talked about Kirkpatrick and the French Pete bodies, and you also 
talked about Kirkpatrick in relation to, ah. 1888 when the Army dug up 
the bodies there at the cemetery. 

ELSA: Yes. 

M.E. Who was Kirkpatrick, Elsa? 

ELSA: There was Frank and Jim Kirkpatrick, and they both were sons of 
the early Kirkpatrick who sett 1ed... the early Kirkpatrick home still 
stands there over on Prairie Dog, when you go over that crossroads 
over by Harry Williams over to the 1-90, why you go right by the old 
Kirkpatrick place. They were the sons of the Kirkpatricks there in the 
‘ 80s . 

M.E. And you told me something about them finding the French Pete 
bodies? 

ELSA: No, they, ah, in 1890...I told you that Frank Grouard came 
there to find the remains of those four bodies that were buried there 
that were in the French Pete group, and six of the men were killed 
there, and ah, were with French Pete. They took two of them. I suppose 
they had heard how terribly they were mutilated by the Indians, and I 
suppose they took the two that hadn't been so badly mutilated, to the 
Fort to bury. But they buried the other four on that knoll. Do you 
know where the beehives were for so many years on that crossroads? 

M.E. I don't know. 

ELSA: You never noticed it, you never saw it? 
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M.E. Near the Fort? 

ELSA: Not too far from down there. The road used to go...the regular 
highway used to go by that way, and on that corner where the beehives 
were ran straight up to the Banner store, about on the east side of 
the pond that they always called Terrill pond. Terrill's grave is 
there along the road by the pond. 

M.E. Kirkpatrick, now...did he take that photograph you have with the 
army digging up those bodies at the cemetery at For Phil Kearny in 
1888? 


ELSA: I don't know. I don't remember who took it or who gave it to 
me. It was when I was working on TRAILING THE CAMPFIRES. 


A HAYFIELD FIGHT 

M.E. I want to backtrack just a minute here, Elsa. I realize I dm't 
ask you, and I know you told me the other day, where you had 
originally gotten the information on the Beckton Hill fight. Didn't 
you say you had found it in some book at the Kaycee library? 

ELSA: Yes. 

M.E. You didn't remember a name of the book? 

ELSA: I'll look through my things and see if I can't find out what 
that is. 

M.E. I'd like to see that copy. I don't know anybody else who has 
heard of it, or knows anything about it. 

ELSA No, I have never seen anything much written about it. 

(Note: Elsa later found a copy she had of an official report in a 
Senate document, and also an account in the book "Trails of 
Yesterday". Also, she had written an account herself for the Annals of 
Wyoming. This is also known as one of the "hayfield" fights...mostly 
civilian haycutters. Elsa termed it the Beckton Hill fight herself as 
it was located, not on Beckton Hill about 10 miles west of Sheridan, 
but nearby, on a hill near the old Beckton school, about 1/2 mile from 
Beckton hill. Again, this location hasn't been proved). 


THE HORSESHOE FIGHT WITH CRAZY HORSE 

M.E. Another thing you discussed on that tape with Mark, was the 
Horseshoe battle with Crazy Horse. After I listened to that tape, I 
realized there was an article about that battle in Margaret Hanson's 
book, POWDER RIVER, so I read it again, and that was one wild battle. 


ELSA: Which one? 
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M.E. Horseshoe battle. Was that where Horseshoe station was? Do you 
remember you and Mark talking about that battle? 

ELSA: Oh, sure. 

M.E. It was a Smith, it was written up by a John Smith I think his 
name was. 

ELSA: Oh, yeah...old Johnny Smith was in it, and I have his story. He 
told about..oh, it was some grisley thing...five or six men were 
together down at the Horseshoe camp by Glendo. 

M.E. Now was that where the Horseshoe station was? Where Portugee 
Phillips rode to? 

ELSA: Yes. Where the road came through up there. And General 
Trenholm, they lived...that was part of their place in later years, 
and when she was writing the stories, like in that book of...what was 
that book cal led. . .I've got it right there...I can touch it with my 
hand. Well, anyhow, the Horseshoe Fight, John Smith and 5 or 6 others 
were there, and they had that fight with Crazy Horse. 

M.E. Yes, that's a wild story. 

ELSA: Yes, the men went afterwards back to their camp and lifted up 
the coffee pot to fix some coffee, and here was one of these fellows 
that had just been ki11ed...here his scalp was in the top of the 
coffee pot. 


GLEN SWEEM AND THE DIG IN HOLE IN THE WALL COUNTRY 

M.E. this is sort of off the subject of the Indian Wars, but I 
thought it was so interesting. You were telling about Glen Sweem and 
some other man doing an archaeological dig there right near the outlaw 
cave, where we were at the Hole in the Wall this summer. And I believe 
you said there were 5300 year old artifacts in the Indian winter 
shelter. 

ELSA: Yes, he had quite a display at Trail End of them. 

M.E. Where are those artifacts now? 

ELSA: I don't know. They took everything. You know when the state 
made them take it all out. They took everything up to Margaret Powers 
house, and they had everything stored in her basement, all the 
artifacts and the displays they had up there from the archaeological 
group. It's such a shame. 

They kept telling us at the col lege.. .Pete Simpson and some of the 
others, that when they were building that science building, oh, there 
will be plenty of room, that they would display all the artifacts up 
there. And that wonderful display that they had fixed up. Well, when 
they got it fixed up they said that there wasn't a room after they got 
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the college stuff moved in. Wasn't any room. Well, I don't know. It's 
a shame, all that lost, the displays. 

M.E. But it must he somewhere. (Note: Elsa asked Glen Sweem about the 
archaeology display and he told her he had it now, as Margaret Powers 
had died). 

ELSA: Yes, but who is ever going to display it, or ever have room for 
it? 


M.E. I don't know Elsa, but I think we are the only county m the 
state that doesn't have a county museum. Someone told me that. 

ELSA: Yes. And I tried and tried. I went to the County Commissioners 
here, and the old Historical Society...I was treasurer for 13 
years...no, 11 years, I guess. And I tried to get them to do such 
things in Sheridan County. They said a quarter of a mi 1 they put on 
taxes. And if that would give enough for running a museum, well, of 
course, we didn't have any building, or anything, but the state had 
Trail End and we had $80,000 in that building, and just turned it over 
to them. 

M.E. Well, anyway, it's a bid time for the County to try and build a 
museu,, but we certainly need one in the worst way. 

THE DULL KNIFE FIGHT 

M.E. Another thing you talked to Mark Badgett about was the Dull 
Knife Battle. There was a 1935 article, you said, in MOTOR AGE 
magazine about that battle. Did you find that? 

ELSA: Oh, I haven't even looked for those. 

M.E. Now, Bill Tallbull tells me that they have working on that 
battlefield this summer, and they've put together quite a bit of new 
information on it. 

kELSA: Oh, they did? 

M.E. That’s what he said. The Cheyenne are very interested in that. 

ELSA: So, they've been working on it. 

M.E. Well, Bill's been up there three or four times tyhis summer, 
himself, and of course, I don't know who all have been there, but of 
course, Ted Risingsun, who was in our talks at Bozeman Trail Days, is 
Dull Knife's grandson, or great grandson...I don't remember... and he 
is one of those putting together a descendants' organization. They are 
doing a lot of work primarily on Fort Robinson where Dull Knife was 
involved. Of course, he was incarcerated at Fort Robinson after they 
came back from Oklahoma. 


ELSA: Yes. 
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M.E. And Ted knows a lot about it. He has learned a lot. 

ELSA: And see. Dull Knife's son was killed at the battle, the first 
thing that morning. 

M.E. Which site? 

ELSA: The Dull Knife battlefield. 

M.E. Oh, was he, I didn't know that. 

ELSA: Yes, he, ah, I'm not sure of this. I'm pretty sure of it. The 
young boy had been dancing all night, and was one of the first ones 
killed. 

M.E. He's a pretty interesting man. Dull Knife. I hope they can 
piece together a lot of his history. They certainly are working on it 
now. 

ELSA: Yeah. Do any of them have a copy of that Motor Age magazine.? 

It was North's Pawnees that were in the fight, don't you know, that 
were with the soldiers. 

M.E. I don't know Elsa. I would say though, that if you have anything 
here on Dull Knife, I would like to copy it, and get it to those 
people over at Dull Knife College (in Lame Deer) It sure would be 
helpful to them, I know. 

ELSA: uh-huh. I don't know if it's possible to get a complete copy. I 
don't think I have a complete set, but I don't know. Who's that fellow 
that got off the book on the Dull Knife fight? 

M.E. He's done a whole bunch of fights...I read that book. 

ELSA: Who? 

M.E. Weaver isn't it, or Weber? Werner. Fed Werner. 

ELSA: Oh, Fred Werner. 

M.E. Now, he may have the Motor Age articles. I have his book because 
I don't think there's much else written on the Dull Knife battle. 
That's what Jack McDermott told me. 

ELSA: Well, there was article after article in the Motor Age. I don’t 
know how long they ran. 

M.E. I wish you'd look that up, because I sure would like to make a 
copy of it. (She did, and I made copies of the articles she had. 

Werner also used them for his book) 

M.E. We're almost out of tape, and I have to ask you about something 
on that tape with you and Mark. You were talking about the Big Goose 
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stage station which you said was just down from the Big Goose 
crossing. Are you talking about the crossing that is at our place? 

ELSA: What? 

M.E. You were talking about the Big Goose stage station, and you 
described the location as being just a few hundred feet or a quarter 
of a mile down from the Big Goose Crossing. 

ELSA: Yes. 

M.E. Are you talking about on our place? 

ELSA: There was no station on Big Goose. 

M.E. You were talking about Ruth Kent and Ruth Aldridge having homes 
near there. 

ELSA: Oh, that was up on the crossing of Big Goose up the mountains 
on the Red Grade Road. That was a stage station, yes, I've got a 
picture. I've written an article about that crossing over there, or 
about that road and everything, but it's never been published. I've 
got pictures and all. And the story of Frank Grouard going across 
there in March of 1894 to establish a mail route across to Hyattville 
from Big Horn, and I have the picture of the old buildings that were 
on that road. 


(This interview was originally recorded, then transcribed by Patty 
Myers of the Buffalo Library, after which I went back to Elsa to 
clarify some points. It has been slightly edited from the original 
tape, but only to clarify or avoid repit it ion. Elsa gave this 
interview at the age of 93 years. We apologize for the abupt ending, 
but the tape simply ended before we did our wrap-up, and now we don't 
recal1 it. M.E.M.) 


ELSA. 



